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Dear Colleagues,

| hope you will enjoy the fourth edition of our YL Corner dealing primarily with CLIL (Content and Language
Integrated Learning)- a very up-to-date topic among teachers and teacher trainers nowadays.

A report from the international discussion at the IATEFL YL SIG confirms the fact that although CLIL seems
to suit the ELT methodology of the multilingual global village best, there are still open questions as to how the
theory translates into the classroom practice.

The invitation to contribute to the Young Learner’s Corner is an ongoing one. Share your experiences with
your colleagues if you use CLIL, send us teaching tips, interesting website addresses, good lesson plans,

I look forward to your contributions.

I[rena Kostenbauer
YL TEAm coordinator
magik@e4kids.co.at

interesting worksheets or describe a project you have done with your class.

Choice of Books for Exciting Projects
in Your Class By Irena Kostenbauer
and Kerri Yost

Cideb READING AND TRAINING series is an
excellent tip for teachers who want their pupils to
read with pleasure and beg for more. We have
been using them at the summer camps with a great
success.The books are beautifully illustrated, and
they all provide the information about the author and
his world. Here are some tips how to use some of
them:

“Hamlet”

*Ask your students to imagine that they are going
to interview the ghosts of some famous people, for
example William Shakespeare, Cleopatra, Napoleon
or Cleopatra. What questions would your students
ask? What information would they like to get?

* Here is an idea to practise letter writing. Students
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should write a short letter to the box office of the
Royal Shakespeare Company in Stradford-Upon-
Avon and ask for information about the next
production of “Hamlet’, the ticket prices, ticket
reservation and the best way to arrive at Stradford
from London.

* Ask your students to play detectives at Elsinor
Castle and solve the murder. They know that
Polonius was killed in the Queen’s bedroom and that
his body is missing.They should decide who they
want to interview and what questions they want to
ask.

* My favourite is writing The New Hamlet - students
have to decide how they can change the ending of
the play. For example:

- Claudius stops Gertrude from drinking the poison
- Claudius is the murderer

- Claudius confesses and is taken away by the
guards

- Hamlet becomes the new king.



“Treasure Island”

Except for regular classroom activities like reading
and listening comprehension, you can use this book
to expand students’ knowledge on pirates; they can
make their own treasure hunt, draw maps and invent
clues that would lead them to find the treasure.

You can explain why British people call their flag
Union Jack and why the pirates’ flag was called the
Jolly Roger.

Along with this, you can have the students think of
a new country, and invent a flag of their own. Their
flag could include symbols, particular colours or
patterns.  Then the students could take turns
explaining what their flags represent.

The students could study the idea of laws and rules,
which the pirates break. Then they could brainstorm
their own laws and rules for their perfect land, and
what would happen to pirates who break them.

“The Last of the Mohicans”

* Rituals. You can compare what Indian life was
like before the settlers came, and what it is like
today. Then the students can plan a Powwow,
create dances, make costumes, and Indian
jewelry. They could also cook traditional recipes,
such as cornbread, that could be eaten at
the Powwow.

* Medicine men. Discuss the important position of
medicine men in Indian society. Ask the students
to design remedies and potions acting as medicine
and then discuss what their medicine would be used
for.

* Indian names. Indians were usually given names
based on their personality This can lead to a fun
speaking activity in class. The students choose
someone in the class and think of an appropriate
name for him or her. This person should be kept a
secret. Then they think of several reasons of why
they got this name. The rest of the class must guess
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who the name belongs to. If the Powwow is also
done as a class project, they could keep the names
throughout the Powwow.

* Fables. The art of storytelling is valued in Indian
culture. | have used this as the basis for a group
writing activity. First, | give them a short fable or
old Indian legend to read.Then | ask them what the
moral of the story was, and if they can think of a
popular idiom that could mean the same thing. A list
of popular idioms (the grass is always greener on the
other side, rolling stone gathers no moss, too many
cooks spoil the broth, etc) should be provided.

After they had fully understood the idioms, they were
asked to choose an idiom, and write a short Indian
legend based it.. At the end of the class, they read
their Indian legends, and the other students had to
guess the idiom that it represented. | have used this
exerice in class many times, and not only is it a great
writing and speaking activity that uses recent voca-
bulary, | am also amazed at how entertaining and
imaginative the stories are themselves.

Professional profiles:

Irena Kostenbauer
Sheisafounderand principal of
English For Kids, Vienna. She
has 25 years of international
teaching and lecturing experi-
ence, is the author of teaching
materials for kindergarten and
primary school children and a
frequent reviewer and contri-
butor to ELT publications including ET Professional,
ELGazette and ELT News.

Kerri Yost

Kerri is from the USA. She has been working at
edkids English Villages as an English teacher and
Director of Studies. She has been responsible for in-
tercultural learning and project work at the camp.

D See also CLIL pages in the section Webwatcher.
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